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Newspeak Comes From 1984

Example Sentences

Learn More about newspeak

Newspeak Comes From 1984
The term "newspeak" was coined by George Orwell in his 1949 anti-utopian novel 1984.
In Orwell's fictional totalitarian state, Newspeak was a language favored by the minions
of Big Brother and, in Orwell's words, "designed to diminish the range of thought."
Newspeak was characterized by the elimination or alteration of certain words, the
substitution of one word for another, the interchangeability of parts of speech, and the
creation of words for political purposes. The word has caught on in general use to refer to
confusing or deceptive bureaucratic jargon.

Examples of newspeak in a Sentence
Recent Examples on the Web
// Feminist newspeak makes On the Record resemble a black version of the Kavanaugh
hearings in which males are assailed, without self-defense, seemingly for political
reasons.
— Armond White, National Review, "On the Record: The Canned Language of Self-Described
Victims," 21 Aug. 2020

// In baseball newspeak 2020, players are no longer optioned to Triple A Scranton or
Syracuse or Pawtucket.
— Dom Amore, courant.com, "Dom Amore: At the ‘alternate site,’ UConn’s Max McDowell toils to
become a Yankee," 10 Aug. 2020

These example sentences are selected automatically from various online news sources to reflect current usage of the
word 'newspeak.' Views expressed in the examples do not represent the opinion of Merriam-Webster or its editors. Send
us feedback.

See More

First Known Use of newspeak
1949, in the meaning defined above

History and Etymology for newspeak
Newspeak, a language "designed to diminish the range of thought," in the novel 1984
(1949) by George Orwell

Learn More about newspeak

More Definitions for newspeak

See the full definition for newspeak in the English Language Learners Dictionary

More from Merriam-Webster on newspeak
Britannica.com: Encyclopedia article about newspeak

Comments on newspeak
What made you want to look up newspeak? Please tell us where you read or heard it
(including the quote, if possible).

newspeak  noun, often capitalized
Save Word

new·speak |  \ ˈnü-ˌspēk  , ˈnyü- \

Definition of newspeak
: propagandistic language marked by euphemism, circumlocution, and the inversion of
customary meanings

Share newspeak Time Traveler for newspeak
The first known use of newspeak
was in 1949

See more words from the same year

Listen to Our Podcast about newspeak

newspeak
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From the Editors at Merriam-Webster

When Fictional Words Become Real

A single author created them, but the public adopted
them.

Dictionary Entries near
newspeak
newspaper post
newspaperwoman
newspaporial
newspeak

newspeople
newsperson
newsprint

See More Nearby Entries 

Statistics for newspeak
Look-up Popularity
Top 5% of words

Cite this Entry
“Newspeak.” Merriam-Webster.com
Dictionary, Merriam-Webster,
https://www.merriam-
webster.com/dictionary/newspeak.
Accessed 13 Mar. 2021.

Style: MLA

newspeak  noun

English Language Learners Definition of newspeak
disapproving : speech or writing that uses words in a way that changes their meaning
especially to persuade people to think a certain way
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buy a birthday card.

stationary stationery

Can you spell these 10
commonly misspelled words?
TAKE THE QUIZ

Anagram puzzles meet word
search.
TAKE THE QUIZ

TAKE THE QUIZ TAKE THE QUIZ TAKE THE QUIZ PLAY THE GAME

>

®

#  SUBSCRIBE $  DOWNLOAD

SINCE 1828

LOG IN REGISTER SAVED WORDSGAMES BROWSE THESAURUS WORD OF THE DAY WORDS AT PLAY

newspeak
Dictionary Thesaurus

LEARN MORE FROM M-W 

Set your young
readers up for
lifelong success

http://learnersdictionary.com/
http://www.visualdictionaryonline.com/
http://scrabble.merriam.com/
http://unabridged.merriam-webster.com/
http://arabic.britannicaenglish.com/en
http://www.nglish.com/spanish/en/
https://unabridged.merriam-webster.com/subscriber/register/p1?refc=FOOTER_DEF_MWU
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/the-words-of-the-week-march-12-2021
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/the-words-of-the-week-march-12-2021
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/the-words-of-the-week-march-12-2021
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/commonly-confused-words-list
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/commonly-confused-words-list
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/commonly-confused-words-list
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/stimmy-stimulus-words-were-watching
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/stimmy-stimulus-words-were-watching
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/stimmy-stimulus-words-were-watching
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/access-vs-excess-usage
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/access-vs-excess-usage
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/access-vs-excess-usage
https://www.merriam-webster.com/video/intensive-intents-and-purposes-eggcorn-video
https://www.merriam-webster.com/video/intensive-intents-and-purposes-eggcorn-video
https://www.merriam-webster.com/video/intensive-intents-and-purposes-eggcorn-video
https://www.merriam-webster.com/video/nip-it-in-the-butt-bud-eggcorn-video
https://www.merriam-webster.com/video/nip-it-in-the-butt-bud-eggcorn-video
https://www.merriam-webster.com/video/nip-it-in-the-butt-bud-eggcorn-video
https://www.merriam-webster.com/video/literally
https://www.merriam-webster.com/video/literally
https://www.merriam-webster.com/video/literally
https://www.merriam-webster.com/video/the-awkward-case-of-his-or-her
https://www.merriam-webster.com/video/the-awkward-case-of-his-or-her
https://www.merriam-webster.com/video/the-awkward-case-of-his-or-her
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/commonly-confused-quiz
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/commonly-confused-quiz
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/commonly-confused-quiz
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/who-knew
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/who-knew
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/who-knew
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/spell-it
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/spell-it
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/spell-it
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/scrabble-sprint
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/scrabble-sprint
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/scrabble-sprint
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/a
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/a
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/b
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/c
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/d
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/e
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/f
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/g
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/h
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/i
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/j
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/k
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/l
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/m
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/n
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/o
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/p
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/q
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/r
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/s
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/t
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/u
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/v
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/w
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/x
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/y
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/z
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/0
https://www.merriam-webster.com/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/help
https://www.merriam-webster.com/apps
https://www.merriam-webster.com/about-us
https://shop.merriam-webster.com/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/advertising
https://www.dictionaryapi.com/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/contact-us
https://unabridged.merriam-webster.com/subscriber/register/p1?HDR_GLOBAL_JOINMWU
https://www.merriam-webster.com/video
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/word-of-the-year
https://www.merriam-webster.com/puku/about
https://www.merriam-webster.com/vocabulary/see-all
https://www.merriam-webster.com/legal
https://www.merriam-webster.com/medical
https://www.merriam-webster.com/privacy-policy
https://www.merriam-webster.com/terms-of-use
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/newspeak#
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/thesaurus/a
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/medical/a
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/legal/a
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/newspeak#note-1
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/newspeak#examples
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/newspeak#learn-more
https://www.nationalreview.com/2020/08/review-on-the-record-canned-language-self-described-victims/
https://www.courant.com/sports/college/hc-sp-amore-column-mlb-yankees-uconn-baseball-max-mcdowell-20200811-20200810-vr3mkqbthzhp7lhudrlvirbdla-story.html
https://www.merriam-webster.com/contact-us?ref=freshexamples&hw=newspeak&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.merriam-webster.com%2Fdictionary%2Fnewspeak
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/newspeak#h1
http://www.learnersdictionary.com/search/newspeak
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/413153/newspeak
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/noun
https://www.merriam-webster.com/saved-words
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/newspeak?pronunciation&lang=en_us&dir=n&file=newspe01
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/newspeak#
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/newspeak#
https://www.merriam-webster.com/time-traveler/1949?src=learn-more-timetraveler
https://www.merriam-webster.com/time-traveler/1949?src=defrecirc-timetraveler-etycard
http://www.newjerusalemmusic.com/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/n/12
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/newspaper%20post
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/newspaperwoman
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/newspaporial
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/newspeak
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/newspeople
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/newsperson
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/newsprint
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/noun
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/newspeak?pronunciation&lang=en_us&dir=n&file=newspe01
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/newspeak#
javascript:void(0)
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/commonly-confused-quiz?q=316&a=1237
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/commonly-confused-quiz?q=316&a=1236
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/spell-it
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/typeshift
https://www.merriam-webster.com/login
https://www.merriam-webster.com/register
https://www.merriam-webster.com/saved-words
https://www.merriam-webster.com/puku/about

