
Definition of 'libertine'

(lɪbəʳtiːn l )

Word forms: Word forms: plural libertines libertines l

COUNTABLE NOUN

If you refer to someone as a libertinelibertine, you mean that they are sexually
immoral and do not care about the effect their behaviour has on other people.

[literary, disapproval]
...a self-confessed coward, libertine, and scoundrel. 

Synonyms: Synonyms: reprobate, seducer, profligate, womanizer   More Synonyms of
libertinelibertine

More Synonyms of libertinelibertine

Collins COBUILD Advanced Learner’s Dictionary. Copyright © HarperCollins Publishers

(ˈlɪbəˌtiːn l , -ˌtaɪn  )
NOUN

1. 1. a morally dissolute person

ADJECTIVE

2. 2. morally dissolute
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Derived forms

libertinagelibertinage (ˈliberˌtinage) or libertinismlibertinism (ˈlibertinˌism) NOUN

Word origin

C14 (in the sense: freedman, dissolute person): from Latin lībertīnus freedman, from
lībertus freed, from līber free

(ˈlɪbərˌtin l; ˈlɪbərtɪn l)
NOUN

1. 1.  in ancient Rome, a person who had been freed from slavery

2. 2.  a person, esp. a man, who leads an unrestrained, sexually immoral life; rake

3. 3.  Archaic
a freethinker

ADJECTIVE

4. 4.  morally unrestrained; licentious

Webster’s New World College Dictionary, 4th Edition. Copyright © 2010 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. All

rights reserved.

Derived forms

libertinismlibertinism (ˈliberˌtinˌism) NOUN or ˈliberˌtinage

Word origin

ME libertyn < L libertinus < libertus, freedman < liber, free: see liberal; (sense 2) prob.
via Fr libertin

(ˈlɪbərˌtin, -tɪn)
NOUN

1. 1. a person who is morally or sexually unrestrained, esp. a dissolute man; a
profligate; rake

2. 2. a freethinker in religious matters

3. 3. a person freed from slavery in ancient Rome

ADJECTIVE

4. 4. free of moral, esp. sexual, restraint; dissolute; licentious

5. 5. freethinking in religious matters

6. 6. archaic
unrestrained; uncontrolled

SYNONYMSSYNONYMS

1.1. roué, debauchee, lecher, sensualist. 4.4. amoral, sensual, lascivious, lewd.

ANTONYMSANTONYMS

1.1. prude.

Most material © 2005, 1997, 1991 by Penguin Random House LLC. Modified entries © 2019 by Penguin

Random House LLC and HarperCollins Publishers Ltd

Word origin

[1350–1400; ME libertyn ‹ L lībertīnus of a freedman (adj.), freedman (n.), equiv. to

lībert(us) freedman (appar. by reanalysis of liber-tās LIBERTY as libert-ās) + -īnus -INE1]

Examples of 'libertine' in a sentence

libertine
� These examples have been automatically selected and may contain sensitive content that does not

reflect the opinions or policies of Collins, or its parent company HarperCollins.

We welcome feedback: report an example sentence to the Collins team. Read more…

The Libertines The band play two reunion shows far bigger than any first time round.

TIMES, SUNDAY TIMES (2014)

His first band The Libertines were responsible for some great rock music.

THE SUN (2008)

As a reaction against his strict upbringing as a youth he adopted a libertine lifestyle.
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hairhair or harehare?

Which version is correct?

I have short black hairhair.

I have short black harehare.
Jan 09, 2023

Word of the day

aerotone
a bath which incorporates massaging
air jets
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