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Dictionary apostasy noun

} gl apos-tasy ( &-'pa-sto-sé )

Example Sentences plural apostasies

Word History Synonyms of apostasy >

Entries Near 1 :anactof refusing to continue to follow, obey, or recognize a religious faith
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2 :abandonment of a previous loyalty : DEFECTION
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Recent Examples on the Web

While teasing out causation in presidential politics is tricky, Reagan’s apostasy
wounded Ford.

Walter Shapiro, The New Republic, 3 Apr. 2023

The two leaders remained amicable in the beginning, with Mr. Hamdok’s government
overseeing a raft of reforms that succeeded in removing Sudan from the U.S. list of
countries that sponsor terrorism, banned female genital cutting and scrapped
apostasy laws.

New York Times, 29 Oct. 2021 Merriam.
Webster

But the former congressman'’s unorthodox plan has drawn the ire of several party
stalwarts who think McAdams' apostasy is worthy of punishment.

Bryan Schott, The Salt Lake Tribune, 2 Apr. 2022 Illldnlk @
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Etymology

Middle English apostasie, borrowed from Anglo-French, borrowed from Late Latin
apostasia, borrowed from Greek apostasia "defection, revolt, (Septuagint) rebellion
against God" (Late Greek, "defection, apostasy"), variant (with -ia -IA entry 1) of
apostasis, from aposta-, variant stem of aphistamai, aphistasthai "to stand away Movement that inspires

from, keep aloof from, revolt," middle voice of aphistémi, aphistanai "to put away, e i 0 o Bk
remove, cause to revolt" (from aph-, assimilated variant of apo- APO- + histdnai "to

cause to stand, place") + -sis -SIS — more at ASSIST entry 1

First Known Use

14th century, in the meaning defined at sense 1

Time Traveler

The first known use of apostasy was in the 14th century

See more words from the same century

apostacy
apostasy
apostate

[ See More Nearby Entries > ]
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“Apostasy.” Merriam-Webster.com Dictionary, Merriam-Webster, https://www.mer
riam-webster.com/dictionary/apostasy. Accessed 20 Jun. 2023,
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(Kids Definiion
apostasy noun

apos-ta:sy ( o-pas-te-séw)

plural apostasies

: a giving up of a religious faith or a previous loyalty

Thesaurus: All synonyms and antonyms for apostasy
Nglish: Translation of apostasy for Spanish Speakers
Britannica English: Translation of apostasy for Arabic Speakers
Britannica.com: Encyclopedia article about apostasy
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