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(Definition of war from the Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary & Thesaurus © Cambridge University Press)

 # "

be in the wars

war clouds are gathering

war
noun [ C or U ]

US �  /wɔːr /  UK �  /wɔː /

Idioms

r

A2

armed fighting between two or more countries or groups, or a particular example of
this:

C2

any situation in which there is strong competition between opposing sides or a
great fight against something harmful:

➜➜ 
Are you serious about improving your English?

Sign up for study tips and the best offers from the most popular online English teachers (Powered
by our partner, Creator Smarts).

Add to word list *

nuclear war•

a war movie/grave/hero/poet•

If this country goes to (= starts to fight in a) war we will have to face the fact that many
people will die.

•

Britain and France declared war on Germany in 1939 as a result of the invasion of Poland.•

War broke out between the two countries after a border dispute.•

They've been at war for the last five years.•

He died in World War I/the Vietnam war.•

-�war of attrition

a war that is fought over a long period and only ends when one side has neither the
soldiers and equipment nor the determination left to continue fighting

� *

-�war of nerves

a situation, often before a competition or battle, in which each opposing side
attempts to frighten or discourage the other by making threats or by showing how
strong it is

� *

� *

The past few months have witnessed a price war between leading supermarkets.•

The president vowed to wage war on/against terrorism.•

the war on drugs•

�  Fewer examples

The war has claimed thousands of lives.•

The prime minister is to meet his European counterparts to discuss the war against
drugs.

•

America declared war on Japan in 1941.•

There is likely to be civil war if the region tries to secede from the south.•

The number of casualties was appallingly high in both wars.•

�  SMART Vocabulary: related words and phrases

war  |  INTERMEDIATE ENGLISH

(Definition of war from the Cambridge Academic Content Dictionary © Cambridge University Press)

war
noun [ C/U ]

US �  /wɔr /

armed fighting between two or more countries or groups, or a particular example of
such fighting:

A war can also be any situation in which there is strong competition between
opposing sides or a joint effort against something harmful:

Add to word list *

[ C ] Can any country fight two wars at the same time?•

[ U ] War is something to avoid.•

[ U ] Several nations were at war.•

� *

[ C ] Airlines engage in fare wars to attract new customers.•

[ U ] It sometimes seems like the war on cancer has stalled.•

war  |  BUSINESS ENGLISH

(Definition of war from the Cambridge Business English Dictionary © Cambridge University Press)

war
noun [ C ]  •  COMMERCE, ECONOMICS

UK �  /wɔː /  US �r

bidding war

price war

sales war

trade war

a situation in which businesses, countries, etc. compete against each other very
strongly:

See also

Add to word list *

In the supermarket war, Asda slashed the price of petrol.•

at war The banks are at war for each other's business accounts.•

lose/wage/win a war The EU is in danger of losing the propaganda war.•

What is the pronunciation of war? 11

Translations of war Need a translator?
Get a quick, free translation!

in Chinese (Traditional)

（國家或群體之間的）戰爭, 爭奪，競爭…
See more

in Chinese (Simplified)

（国家或群体之间的）战争, 争夺，竞争…

See more

in Spanish

guerra, lucha por el control, guerra [feminine…
See more

in Portuguese

guerra, guerra [feminine]…
See more

in more languages !

Translator tool99

Test your vocabulary with our
fun image quizzes

Image credits

Try a quiz now

�  All

civil war
cold war
prisoner of war
tug of war
war chest
war crime
war games

See all meanings

�  Idioms and phrases

a feeling of extreme excitement,
usually caused by something
pleasant
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thrill
UK  �  /θrɪl/  US  �  /θrɪl/
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